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ment he is forgiven, readmitted, and all danger is looked upon to be over. Short and fallacious security I for, this point once gained, the besieger, if I may borrow some military metaphors, is most advantageously posted, is in a situation to parley with the garrison, and stands fair for the horn-work. Here he can argue the case fully, show the negligence, the injustice, or the oppression of the present governor, offer terms of honour, safety, and better usage, and by persuasions, either bring about a willing surrender, or at least so far abate the vigour of the resistance, as with a little force to make himself master of the place.
Having thus represented the danger, I will now point out the best preservatives I can think of against it, for in this case prevention alone can be used, remedy comes too late.
I therefore recommend to my countrywomen to be particularly upon their guard against the very man whose conquest they most wish for, and to be assured, that the reasons which determine their choice are so many instances of their danger. Let them begin to reflect as soon as ever they begin to find a particular pleasure in his conversation, and let them tremble when they first make him a graver curtesy than they do to other people. But if, when he approaches them, they pull up their gloves, adjust their tucker, and count the sticks of their fan, let them despair, for they are further gone than they imagine. And though they may, for a time, deceive themselves with the notion, that it is his understanding only that engages their attention, they will find at last that man, like the serpent, when he has once got his head in, the rest will soon follow. Friendship and esteem are the
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